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Introduced by Representatives Ancel of Calais, Briglin of Thetford, Cole of
Burlington, Deen of Westminster, Kitzmiller of Montpelier,
Klein of East Montpelier, Krowinski of Burlington, Masland of
Thetford, Mrowicki of Putney, O’Sullivan of Burlington, Ram
of Burlington, Russell of Rutland City, Sharpe of Bristol,
Sullivan of Burlington, Townsend of South Burlington,
Yantachka of Charlotte, and Zagar of Barnard

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Public safety; internal security; property; equipment

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to authorize the

Attorney General to oversee the transfer of military equipment to State and

local law enforcement agencies pursuant to the federal program established in

10 U.S.C. § 2576a.

An act relating to the oversight of the transfer of military equipment to law
enforcement agencies

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
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CHAPTER 204. LAW ENFORCEMENT USE OF

MILITARY EQUIPMENT

As usedmis chapter:

(1) “Law eNforcement agency” means:

(A) the D%rtment of Public Safety:;

(B) a municipb‘oolice department;

(C) asheriff’s depaNment;

(D) the Attorney Gerb&l’s Office;

(E) a State’s Attorney’s office; or

(F) the Capitol Police Departmynt.

(2) “Military equipment” means peéqal property of the

U.S. Department of Defense, including small arlgs and ammunition, that

the U.S. Secretary of Defense determines is suitat%{or use by law

enforcement agencies for law enforcement activities szuant to the federal

program established in 10 U.S.C. § 2576a.

8 4652. OVERSIGHT OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT TRANSKERS TO

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

Notwithstanding the appointment of the Adjutant and Inspector Gerngral as

State coordinator for the transfer of military equipment pursuant to the f&(al
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OXQrsee the transfer of military equipment to law enforcement agencies.

8 4653, APPROVAL OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT TRANSFERS

(a) A Iw enforcement agency shall not accept any transfer of military

equipment p\uﬁuant to the federal program established in 10 U.S.C. § 25764,

except as provi&in subsection (b) of this section.

(b) A law enforc\enent agency may accept a transfer of military equipment

pursuant to the federal%gram established in 10 U.S.C. § 2576a if the transfer

is approved by the Attorney General. The Attorney General shall develop

criteria and procedures to appro\x any transfer of military equipment described

in this subsection. The criteria sha}wclude the following:

(1) ashowing of a demonstratehed for the military equipment by the

law enforcement agency;

(2) adetermination of whether specializet\training is necessary for safe

use of the equipment; and

(3) an evaluation of equipment storage and mainf®nance requirements.

8 4654. ANNUAL REPORT

The Attorney General shall submit a written report to the Gexeral Assembly

before January 15 of each year with the number of equipment tran\siers that

were made pursuant to the federal program established in 10 U.S.C. § 25764,

the name of each law enforcement agency that received equipment, a
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&ipment will be used. The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of

expire reports) shall not apply to the reports to be made under this section.

8 4655. LE

The Attc%v General may adopt by rule additional criteria and procedures

for the transferhhwilitary equipment to law enforcement agencies pursuant to

the federal proqranktablished in 10 U.S.C. § 2576a, and any other rules as

may be necessary to ca%\out the purposes of this chapter.

Sec. 2. REVIEW OF MILITRRY EQUIPMENT TRANSFERS

(a) The Attorney General shal direct the Adjutant and Inspector General to

conduct a review of the transfer o%itarv equipment to law enforcement

agencies pursuant to the federal proqrak‘established in 10 U.S.C. § 2576a

from July 1, 2005 to July 1, 2015, and sub}(a report to the General Assembly

on or before September 15, 2015. The review\S\aII include the following:

(1) a historical overview of the operation o%\e federal program in the

State; and

(2) an analysis of the current policies on the distributdon of equipment

and whether this distribution correlates to the needs of a requesNng law

enforcement agency.

(b) On or before January 15, 2016, the Attorney General shall review the

report described in subsection (a) of this section to determine whether
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transfer of military~equipment to law enforcement agencies pursuant to the

federal program established in 10 U™ 2576a should be revised.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

—Thicact challiolia offoct on lubed 2040

Sec. 1. 24 V.S.A. § 1943 is added to read:

8§ 1943. TRANSFERS OF FEDERAL MILITARY PROPERTY TO LAW

ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

() Any municipal police department that applies to receive from the

federal government a dangerous or deadly weapon as defined in 13 V.S.A.

8 4016(a)(2) or any armored or mine-protected vehicle shall notify each

legislative body of a municipality for which it provides law enforcement

services within 15 days of the application.

(b) Within 7 days of receiving notification from the federal government of

an award of a dangerous or deadly weapon as defined in 13 V.S.A.

8 4016(a)(2) or any armored or mine-protected vehicle, a sheriff’s department

shall notify each legislative body of a municipality within the department’s

designated county of the award.

Sec. 2. 32 V.S.A. § 810 is added to read:

8§ 810. AUDITING OF FEDERAL MILITARY PROPERTY TRANSFERS TO

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES
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Annually, the Commissioner of Public Safety shall examine the records of

all property acquired by a State or local law enforcement agency transferred

through the U.S. Department of Defense excess personal property program

established in 10 U.S.C. 8§ 2576a, and shall send a copy of the results to the

Office of the Attorney General.
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